i8      THE MEMOIRS OF COUNT WITTE
tnent for the reason that, properly speaking, we had com-
mitted no crime, nor could we be proved accomplices of the
real culprit The case was then transferred to the Kame-
netz Criminal Court, which was of the old type. There we
were each sentenced to four months in prison.
Then war with Turkey broke out.   Grand Duke Nikolai
Nikolaievich, who had come to Kishinev, with a brilliant
staff, promised me that should I succeed in transporting the
army successfully, he would intercede for rue before the
Emperor to the end of voiding my sentence.   To dispose of
this incident completely, I wish to add the following:   At
the end of the war I received a telegram from the War
Minister, that in consideration of our distinguished services,
both Chikhachev and myself were freed from serving our
prison terms.   Thereupon I went to Petrograd and settled
down with niy wife, whom I had recently married.    One
night I was awakened by my valet and told that an officer
of the gendarmes, accompanied by a detachment of police-
men, had invaded the house and were asking for me.   I
was taken to the police station and thence to the Winter
Palace.   There I discovered the cause of my sudden arrest
The Minister of Justice, it appeared, had reported to the
Emperor that the abrogation of our sentences was unlaw-
ful.   The Emperor can amnesty but not invalidate a court
sentence.   The Minister pointed out that public opinion was
greatly aroused on account of the fact that nobody had
been punished in connection with the Telegul catastrophe,
The Emperor compromised by ordering my arrest for two
weeks in the guardhouse.   I was at that time engaged in
drafting Regulations concerning the field management of
railroads*   Besides I was serving on Count Baranov's Com-
mission.   Count Baranov reporting to the Emperor that
I was indispensable to him, I was allowed my freedom
during the day, but was obliged to spend the nights in the
guard house.